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MAG Annual Group Conference Saturday, April 10, 2010

Start time: 10.00am Finish time: 5.00pm Please remember your membership card to register for voting.
Camping available from 5.30pm on the 9th April at the Moat House Inn Kings Coughton, B49 5QF on the A435
Hotel accommodation approx 50 yds from the meeting venue, Kings Court Hotel, B49 5QQ, Tel: 01768 976311.

Accommodation bookings can be made online via www.kingscourthotel.co.uk
Location: Moat House Inn Kings Coughton B49 5QF Email: mag-hg@mag-uk.org

Post-AGC Fundraiser - organised by: South Birmingham Motorcycle Action Group
Live Band Playing from 8.30pm - Sugar Mama. Camping is free, the Inn will be providing both normal menu
meals, snacks & burgers and vegetarian food. Breakfast on Sunday morning is available for those wanting it, but
you must book it when paying into the venue. Buffet will be supplied free for those attending the AGC.
Ticket: Pay on the Day - £3.50 for MAG Members, £4.00 for non Members.
Location: The Moat House Inn on the A435, Kings Coughton, Near Studley, Warwickshire.
Enquiries: Call South Birmingham Rep Rocky on 07786 621597 Email: magsouthbirmingham@yahoo.co.uk

Editorial

Hands up who didn't go to Wootton Bassett on Mothering Sunday? Sorry, I don't believe you
because the World and his wife were at Hullavington Airfield when we signed in for 11!
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Seriously, if you missed this event in aid of the charity, Afghan Heroes, set up by 4 mothers
who lost their Sons fighting in Afghanistan, then you missed something very, very special
indeed. Although the organizers were overwhelmed by the support for what was, originally, an
invitation for a few friends to ride through WB to say thank you to a massive 15 to 22,000
riders, it went spectacularly well.

I wish all the luck in the World to the guy I saw being put onto a spinal board after the Run
between WB & the M4. I guess whoever felled him hadn't seen the new 'Think Bike' ads. But if
the Rider happens to read this contact me to let me know how you are.

Under Parliamentary questions you'll see one from the Rt. Hon Barry Sheerman, MP for
Huddersfield. MAG members in Huddersfield have already exchanged correspondence with him
regarding his reference to you and me as.. "The widow-makers and orphan-makers are the
people who drive such vehicles and are killed.” to educate him that in the majority of accidents
involving PTWs, the rider is not at fault.

Please, don't forget -

anything for Network, email me at: AnneGaleMAG®@aol.com subject heading: Network.

Thanks, See you at Conference, Ride free, AG

Go ask your Parliamentary Candidates questions @ a place near you 3
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Parliamentary questions - Rt. Hon B Sheerman widows and orphans insult / Mobile 7-8
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Acknowledgments:- George Legg, Nich Brown, Pauline Stacey, Rowan Public Affairs,
lan Mutch ..... and anyone else I've forgotten
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widers Are Voterg | RIDERS’ QUESTION TIME

Paddy has organized a series of “Riders’ Question
i - Time” events over the next few weeks. Riders and

- i clubs will question local politicians about what
they will do for biking in their region if elected.
The first event, held in Cumbria with Paddy in the
Chair and Nich representing MAG, went well judging
by feedback from the 50 strong audience.

This is the first time a series of Question Time
events has been organized, the demand was there for
many more than we could cope with.

Whether or not you can get to a Riders’ Question
Time, please ask the candidates standing in your
constituency to support biking - more detail on the
RAV website.

|
o L 15

Rememe thse dates:-

APRIL6TH- 7.30PM | FOWLERS OF BRISTOL

APRIL8TH- 7.30PM | GEORGE WHITE SUZUKI, SLOUGH, BERKS

APRIL 13TH - 7.30PM | C&A SUPERBIKES, KINGS LYNN, NORFOLK

APRIL 15TH- 7.30PM | HAYBALLS MOTORCYCLES, SALISBURY, WILTS

LATE CANCELATION The Question Time planned for the MANCHESTER BIKE SHOW will not take place

For more info see the Riders Are Voters website:- www.ridersarevoters.org

DSA Scandal — now even the Prime Minister is taking an interest

During a weekly Ministers Question Time in the House of Commons last
month, Anne Main, MP for St Albans asked the following of Gordon Brown...

Anne Main MP

Since 2008 and the introduction of new rules on motorcycling and tests, the number of people taking
the test has declined by 62 per cent. and the number of people passing the test has declined by 58
per cent. The motor biking industry is extremely important in the UK. What will the Prime Minister do
to rectify what is obviously a very poor system?

The Prime Minister:

| shall take the figures that the hon. Lady has given me and ask the Transport Minister to look into
that very matter. It is important that we have a strong motorcycling industry in this country, and it is
important that her question about the specifics of the tests be answered.

Here is a link where you can view the Parliamentary Questions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006nidz.

It helps that Anne Main MP is married to biker (a long-time MAG member at that). This sort of high-
profile public airing of our concerns can help to keep the pressure on. Nich has been feeding
information to Anne Main’s political assistant and has had a discussion with Anne at a meeting of the
Parliamentary Motorcycle Group.

Anne Main followed-up with an ‘Early Day Motion’, which is a method of testing the temperature
among MPs to see how much support can be gathered around a particular issue (see below).
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ACTION: VERY IMPORTANT - please ask your MP to sign this Early Day Motion before the
General Election is called and Parliament is dissolved, ie; in the next week...

[As of the date of publication, more than 60 MPs have signed this EDM. For the sake of a
motorcycling future, if yours isn’t one of them please try and make it happen, Ed]

MOTORCYCLE TESTING. EDM 1002 Anne Main MP

That this House notes that, following the introduction of a new motorcycle test on 27 April 2009,
Driving Standards Agency figures show that 50,000 fewer people took the motorcycle test in the
period to 31 January 2010 than in the same period in 2008; further notes that 45 learners crashed
attempting the new test during its first nine weeks, resulting in 12 hospitalisations; further notes that
the majority of crashes occurred during the new swerve and stop exercise, which has been combined
into one exercise in Module One of the new test; further notes that this is not obligatory under the
European directive which prompted the introduction of the new test; further notes that the new test
has resulted in a reduction in test centres, requiring longer journeys for inexperienced riders to access
test facilities; is concerned that inaction to tackle this lack of test centres and combined swerve and
stop exercise could lead to a decline in the overall number of motorcyclists and the motorcycle
industry as a whole; congratulates Motorcycle News and the Motorcycle Action Group on their
campaign to have these issues addressed; and calls on the Government to consider separating the
two elements of the swerve and stop exercise and to investigate how the availability of test centres
could be addressed.

You probably spotted MAG got a mention as did MCN. This is because we helped to frame the EDM.

As you would expect, The Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) are pleased with the PM’s
support:- [extract from their PR] As an industry it directly employs 62,000 people and contributes
significant gross added value of £2.7 billion.

The MCIA looks forward to hearing the further responses on this issue and its political lobbying team
will continue to work diligently for the benefit of the whole UK motorcycle industry. With a further piece
of European legislation due to be implemented in 2013 it is vital that the motorcycle industry as a
whole unites with one voice to work with the Government to help ensure smooth implementation of
the Directive and to minimize any possible negative outcomes for the UK.

Steve Kenward, the MCIAs CEO said " The MCIA's political lobbying is fundamentally important to its
activities and it hopes this positive announcement will pave the way for greater Government support
and understanding of the critical issues that we need to manage to ensure the growth and
sustainability of this financially important industry”

Whilst it is good that the PM feels the motorcycle industry should be strong in this country —
obviously, from their attitude to riders, the DSA feel otherwise. 62% reduction in tests being
taken is some reduction. | am so angry over their complacent, verging on neglectful, attitude. These
people are public servants (the clue is there) who, to date, have shown that, so far as they are
concerned, learner riders or riders of PTWs per se don’t matter and it is time this changed. If we
want to see riding flourish and continue in this Country we have to make our stand stronger. Their
attitude, as aforementioned, is reflected in the unbroken promise to the learner riders in Wales, Ed.:-

Ceredigion’s Welsh Liberal Democrat MP Mark Williams has slammed the Driving Standards Agency
after they confirmed in a letter to him that they were no longer seeking a casual site for motorcycle
testing, as they now believe demand is not high enough.

Mark Williams secured a meeting with DSA Chief Executive Rosemary Thew on for 9th March, after

the letter revealed that a casual testing site would no longer be sought in Mid Wales, as they say the
relatively low demand for the service would not justify the development costs.
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Mr Williams previously secured a Westminster debate on the issue and a meeting with the then Road
Safety Minister. He has written to the current Minister Paul Clark MP to express his concern at the
latest developments.

He also made a last-minute submission to the Transport Committee who have been enquiring into the
implementation of the new motorcycle test. Mark Williams MP made the following points...

The DSA made a commitment to search for a casual site in the area, and there can be no
escaping that this is a broken promise.

Learner riders in Ceredigion have been thoroughly let down by the Government and the DSA,
and | will be making clear the anger of the motorcycling community when | meet with the Chief
Executive.

Lack of demand is a complete red herring. Aside from the fact that demand has of course fallen
because of the inaccessibility of testing, this is a basic service that should be reasonably
accessible to all, as it had been for many years previously.

| am extremely dissatisfied with the way this matter has been handled and | have written to the
Road Safety Minister to make clear that the DSA are not providing a service across the UK.

And since then... 23rd March 2010:

House of Commons TRANSPORT SELECT COMMITTEE report backs MAG.

‘It will take a long time and much resource to mend what has been broken,
but the Government and DSA now need to take urgent action...’

That is one of the less damning conclusions reached by the watchdog committee of MPs investigating the
catastrophic implementation of the new test.

In its 145 page report on the ‘bungled’ implementation of the new bike test, The House of Commons Transport
Select Committee quotes evidence submitted by MAG no less than seven times. MAG was by no means a lone
voice, riding instructors, motorcycle businesses, test candidates and experienced riders alike responded in large
numbers. The MPs’ said that the evidence they received was ‘predominantly critical’ of the new test and the way
DSA implemented it and, for the most part, they agreed with those criticisms.

The official report reveals that the British Government did not vote in favour of the new rules when they were
debated in Brussels, because it did not believe any benefits would justify the cost. But it was the UK Government
itself that then ‘failed to apply common sense and work flexibly’, instead setting-off a series of events that
increased the cost and complexity of the new test beyond anything Europe required. The Committee finds the
resulting test arrangements to be ‘both inconvenient and confusing for candidates’.

First, the Government failed to request that UK riders be tested at the UK urban speed limit, instead of the higher
European norm. The Committee labels this ‘bizarre’, saying it is ‘unacceptable’ that the Minister could not offer a
satisfactory explanation for limiting the options available to future Governments in this way.

Second, the Government allowed DSA to embark on a multi-million pound building spree which other countries
have managed to avoid. Replacing hundreds of existing test centres with just a few dozen super centres ‘caused
significant cost and inconvenience to test candidates and trainers, with little apparent gain’ say the MPs.

Agreeing with MAG’s long held position, the Committee describes the justification for these Multi Purpose Test
Centres as ‘weak’ and the implementation ‘inept’. DSA’s failure to provide more than 44 of the 66 MPTCs they
promised meant they had to modify the test so it could be taken on smaller sites. The Committee says this
‘undermined the case for MPTCs in the first place’ and that it had ‘severely damaged the trust of the
motorcycling community in the DSA’, as did the DSA’s failure to rectify other problems...‘Such experiences
damage trust and mutual respect, and the DSA cannot afford to let the current situation run for long.’
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The MPs say the DSA should amend the test ‘as soon as possible’ because it prevents riders from adapting to
weather, road and other conditions that affect stopping distances. MAG told the DSA this was needed during the
first week of the new test, but DSA has done little more than sit it on its corporate hands and hope for the best.

MAG also raised concerns that the injury caused by reducing the number of test centres was compounded by
the insult of hiking the test price by 50% compared to the old test. The Transport Committee agrees that there
must now be an emphasis on customer convenience and value for money MAG has made strong representations
over many months on these issues, not only to the Committee but directly to Ministers and DSA senior
management. While DSA refused to accept the validity of our concerns (their approach is described in the report
as ‘dogmatic’), MAG’s continued efforts are vindicated by the Committee refusing to accept their blandishments
as easily as Ministers have.

Other issues raised by MAG are also supported by the MPs:

Given that the majority of motorcycle crashes involve the actions of another road user, MAG has been pushing
for Government policy on motorcycle safety to focus more in this area. Again, the Committee has followed that
lead, saying ‘The development of better awareness of motorcyclists among other road users is crucial to the
improvement of motorcycle safety.’

The Department for Transport must start to collect adequate data about rider training and testing, so that future
training and testing decisions are based on solid evidence they say.

Ultimately, the Committee supports the Government in its decision to do more than the Directive requires for
testing new riders’ ability. But their condemnation of the DSA’s continued mishandling of the new test
arrangements lends weight to MAG’s proposal, laid-out in the Committee’s report, to break-up the DSA monopoly
over all aspects of training and testing.

One thing everyone is agreed on; lessons must be learned before the government legislates implementation of
the Third European Driving Licence Directive, soon after the General Election. MAG’s partners in the Riders Are
Voters campaign are combining their efforts to reverse another potentially catastrophic situation.

Paddy said... ‘This is the result of months of work by many people and | for one, shall be having an ale tonight!’

In addition to the new Think Bike Campaign launched on 26" February there will also be a
campaign called ‘Be Alive to the Road’ which will encourage new motorcyclists to wear protective
clothing and take up further training.

Motorcyclists have the highest fatality rate per billion kilometre of any road user group. Despite only
representing 1% of vehicle traffic, they account for 19% of all road user deaths in Great Britain. In
2008, 493 motorcyclists were killed and 5,556 were seriously injured (source: Reported Road
Casualties GB 2008) although this is over 20% fewer fatal and serious casualties than in 2003, it is
still too many.

Typically around three-quarters (75%) of motorcycle deaths and serious injuries occur in collisions
involving another vehicle (usually a car). In 2008, just over half (51%) occurred in collisions at
junctions, with the remainder of deaths and serious injuries occurring either in crashes with other
vehicles away from junctions (24%) or in single vehicle incidents (25%) .

http://www.dft.gov.uk/think/focusareas/motorcycling
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http://www.motorcyclenews.com/MCN/News/newsresults/General-news/2010/March/mar0810-
westminster-council-in-fraud-probe/

If you go onto the above link you are allowed to have a little ‘snigger’!

It begins: “A council that scrapped free motorcycle parking is at the centre of a fraud investigation into
two of its senior officers. It’s alleged they broke European Union law by handing a firm a parking
contract worth £13 million a year without giving other companies a chance to bid for it...”

Department for Transport discussion document on the Future of Urban Transport

The purpose of this discussion paper is to encourage debate on the issues around the future transport
needs of our cities and urban communities and to invite comments on the plans for a new Urban
Challenge Fund. See it at:

http://lwww.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/localauthorities/funding/fundingstreams/urbanchallengefun
d/discussion/

and... Interesting stats measuring Congestion on inter-urban roads

Transport statistics including congestion on inter-urban roads - Monthly provisional estimates:
January 2010. Includes final data for December 2009.
http://lwww.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestionon
thestrategicroad5359

18" March - House Of Commons
Oral Question Tabled by Mr Barry Sheerman to the Minister of State, Department for Transport

Mr. Barry Sheerman:- What steps his Department is taking to reduce the number of deaths of, and
serious accidents involving, motorcyclists and cyclists. Paul Clark:- Specific road safety initiatives
aimed at motorcyclists and cyclists include a new Think! campaign on motorcycle safety, training for
young cyclists via Bikeability, and the enhanced rider scheme for post-test training for motorcyclists.
Last year, we published proposals to improve road safety in the consultation document, "A Safer
Way". That included proposals for new guidance on encouraging more 20 miles per hour zones.

Mr. Sheerman:- Does my hon. Friend agree that we are perhaps becoming a little complacent about
the number of deaths on two-wheeled vehicles? | checked the figures recently: in two years, deaths
among motorcyclists equal the number lost in our armed services on active service in 40 years. The
widow-makers and orphan-makers are the people who drive such vehicles and are killed. That is
disgraceful in a civilised society. Paul Clark:- My hon. Friend makes an important point about the
number of people who die or are seriously injured on our roads, but | am pleased that all those
involved in road safety have been able to achieve substantial reductions in the number of deaths and
serious injuries among both cyclists and motorcyclists. However, we recognise that there is further
work still to do, and we will continue to take that forward in the new road safety strategy.

Mr Sheerman is a leading light in the The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety
(PACTS). As such he should know that typically it is another road user or a road hazard that leads to
rider death and injury. Which doesn't fill us with confidence when we hear

PACTS publishes its review of the governments 10 year road safety strategy “Tomorrow’s Roads:
Safer for Everyone” The analysis is based on data up to the end of 2008.

Copies of the full report are available for download from the PACTS’ website: www.pacts.org.uk and
can be requested from admin@pacts.org.uk
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Anyway, back to the debate in Parliament...

Michael Fabricant:- Often, it is the drivers of four-wheeled vehicles who cause the harm. But, what
steps is the Minister taking to try to stop ordinary pedal cyclists going through red lights, cycling the
wrong way and endangering pedestrians- [ Interruption]. Paul Clark:- | will not mention the Mayor of
London; that would not be right. | will say, however, that the hon. Gentleman raises an important
point. Everyone who uses the road, whether they are cyclists, drivers of four-wheeled vehicles, lorry
drivers, bus drivers or pedestrians, needs to respect the rules of the road and operate accordingly. |
agree entirely.

Lembit Opik: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Transport whether he plans to extend the
plug-in car grant to electric-powered motorcycles and scooters; and if he will make a statement. Mr.
Khan: Passenger cars are by some distance the biggest source of emissions from road transport,
forming almost 60 per cent. of total UK domestic CO2 transport emissions compared to less than 1
per cent. by powered two wheelers. As such, the focus of the Plug-In Car Grant is on cars where it will
have the biggest impact on greenhouse gas emissions from road transport. We recognise that electric
motorcycles offer environmental benefits compared to conventional motorcycles and they are already
zero rated for vehicle excise duty purposes and exempt from fuel duty. Electric motorcycles and
scooters should be able to access the majority of recharging infrastructure installed as part of the £30
million Plugged-In Places framework.

Mobile Phone Use by Drivers in 2009

Seems the new law made a difference - for a while. If you’re interested in one of my particular pet
hates, please go on and see the stats at:-

http://www.dft.gov.uk/adobepdf/162469/221412/221549/564852/mobileusedrivers.pdf

POTHOLES - It seems, whenever you ride out, that the whole infrastructure of roads is crumbling
minute by minute. Some of these potholes are cavernous and can bring off PTW & TW riders. There
are an estimated two million each costing £70 to repair. However, 70 quid is nothing compared to
being either killed or maimed for life just because your council can’t be ar*ed. So,

Another reminder of a very important weapon for fighting back: - MAG’s ‘Yellow Cards’ for reporting
road defects and the following link for doing it electronically:- http://fill-it-in.mag-
uk.orgffill_it_in_campaign.html. Do it, you know you want to.

Department for Transport - 10" March - All road works will need to be clearly signed and
meet strict rules on safety under plans published by Transport Minister Sadiq Khan.

Utility firms already have to provide information at road works - including a contact telephone number
and details of who is carrying out the works - as well as meeting high safety standards. Today's
proposals mean that councils carrying out their own works will also have to abide by these rules.

In addition, anyone carrying out road works will have to meet tougher standards on safety for
disabled people - making sure sites are properly protected and facilities are put in place to allow
wheelchair users to move around them easily. /Riding a deregulated moped/
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Forgive me — | couldn’t resist including the following, Ed.

Why is money wasted on this type of research? Off soap box — this is it and | would be interested
to know which category you think you fall into!!!***:-

FROM DISCIPLES TO LOOK-AT-ME ENTHUSIASTS - THE 7 CLASSES OF MOTORCYCLIST.

New research into the behaviour and characteristics of UK motorcyclists claims riders can be
classified as one of seven types. Researchers, Messrs Christmas, Young, Cookson and Cuerden,
have identified the new categories by investigating attitudes to riding, safety and risk perception. It
defines bikers as being either: Look-at-me Enthusiasts; Riding Disciples; Performance Disciples;
Riding Hobbyists; Performance Hobbyists; Car Rejecters; or, Car Aspirants.

The report's categories comprise the complete spectrum of riders in terms of attitude, safety and
behaviour. The findings show that, per mile travelled, "Look-at-me-Enthusiasts" are twice as likely to
have an accident as "Riding Disciples". "Look-at-me Enthusiasts" have been identified as those with
the highest propensities to accidents and riders who create unique challenges for those promoting
road safety.

On average, "Look-at-me Enthusiasts" should expect an accident every 29,000 miles compared to the
average 58,000 miles between accidents for "Riding Disciples". According to Simon Christmas, safety
messages need to be seriously rethought for this group of "look-at-me-enthusiasts".

On average, "look-at-me enthusiasts" are under 25 year old males and cite acceleration, power and
sound as the most important factors when choosing a bike. Out of the groupings, Riding Disciples and
Riding Hobbyists both have the lowest accident propensity score.

The report was conducted in conjunction the TRL on behalf of the DfT.

February UK Bike Registrations Down Again

Despite fractionally better weather, UK powered two-wheeler registrations took another battering in
the second month of 2010.

For this year to date, the PTW market has fallen by 34.3 per cent to 6712 units against the same
period of 2009 - which was down by 15.3 per cent on the previous year. To get the full-horror
perspective, in January and February of 2008 there were 12,070 new PTW registrations. So trade has
almost halved since then.

Riders in 4 Midlands counties are being offered free training.

The ‘Take Control’ courses are available to anyone who lives in or travels through Warwickshire,
Herefordshire, Worcestershire or Shropshire, thanks to a new deal between the local road safety
partnerships and MCE Insurance.

Three of the courses are already free and would suit young and inexperienced riders looking to take
the next step up from CBT, or from an automatic machine to a geared bike.

Two further full-day courses for 125 riders and more experienced riders on larger bikes are offered at
a subsidised rate of £30, which can now be recovered.

Apparently, after completing any one of the Take Control courses, existing MCE policyholders can
claim a £30 discount at their next renewal. Anyone taking a new policy with MCE will be able to claim
a 10% discount on the annual premium.
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For those that pay the subsidised fee, this will effectively reduce the cost from very little to nothing
and the deal is even better for those taking up a free course. There are about 650 courses available
between now and April next year.

For more information contact Mandi Doyle or go to: www.takecontroltraining.co.uk

Bikesafe. South Yorkshire Police will host the 2010 National BikeSafe Motorcycle Show at Sheffield
Arena on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 June.

BikeSafe is a national initiative run by UK police forces to promote better biking, improve the safety
of motorcyclists and increase rider enjoyment by creating better riders.

The show, which is completely free. offers something for all bikers. In addition to motorcycle
attractions there will be an opportunity for every rider to take a free 45-minute ride-out with an
advanced police motorcyclist.

To find out more visit the show’s dedicated website, www.bikesafeshow.co.uk, or contact Steve
Betts.

Canada's First International Women Riders Congress and Festival (IWCF) will take place at
Deerhurst Resort in Huntsville, Ontario, from August 11 to 15, 2010. The festive event, set in a
beautiful nature environment, will celebrate the contribution of women riders in Canada and around
the world.

The event is organised by the Women Riders' Council of the Motorcyclists Confederation of Canada
(MCC); with the support of FEMA.

The theme, "One World, One Ride", will celebrate the achievements of women riders from across
Canada and around the world while offering opportunities to enhance rider safety and enjoyment
through skills training and educational seminars. There will be a focus on common ground, creating
synergy and reinforcing women riders as leaders and role models. The Women Riders' Council's
vision is to continue making a positive difference in the Canadian motorcycling community and
beyond.

Activities will be both educational and festive - with networking opportunities, organized tours, a
charity trail ride, skills challenges, demo rides and vendors - something for both novice and
experienced riders from all disciplines of riding.

South Gloucestershire Council - Work to Start on New Bus Lane

A new bus lane will be installed on part of the A38 (Gloucester Road) to help improve bus punctuality
and reliability, reduce journey times and encourage more people to use buses, helping to cut congestion.

The bus lane will be installed on the northbound part of the A38 (Gloucester Road) in two sections from
the Little Stoke junction to the Aztec West roundabout, and will enable buses to avoid northbound traffic

queues during the rush hour.

Taxis, motorcycles and cyclists will also be able to use the new bus lane.
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Bikes in Bus Lanes a success say most Londoners.

Transport for London research published recently shows that half of all Londoners support the idea of
motorcyclists using red route bus lanes, while only 17% oppose it.

Even among cyclists, far more support than oppose this vital reform to urban transport policy. If the London
red route trial were to become permanent, 25% of cyclists say their cycling would increase (with 10%
expecting it to decrease). In fact, 19% of Londoners who do not currently cycle say they would be more likely
to take it up.

Perhaps less remarkable is the finding that the trial has a high level of support from motorcycle and scooter
riders: 93% support use of bus lanes, 69% say they now feel safer travelling on red routes and almost half say
they are riding more. 47% say their use would increase if the trial was made permanent, including 25% who
say it would increase a lot.

Among Londoners who do not currently ride a motorcycle or scooter, 13% say that they would be more likely
to start if the trial were to become permanent.

Whilst these, and similar, findings show how out of touch the anti-bike lobby has become, there is no room for
complacency. The trial is due to end this summer and a political decision will have to be made. While these
latest findings confirm that public opinion is on our side, we may end up having to argue over the casualty
statistics once more.

MAG understands that there has been a reduction in road casualties among other road users while the bus
lanes trial has been running. So long as rider casualties have improved relative to any change in motorcycle
use, the case for access to bus lanes works should be undeniable.

Access to all bus lanes is one of the key campaigning issues for Rider Are Voters and will be an important part
of MAGs campaign work whoever is running the Department for Transport after the election.

Road Safety GB. Riding a deregulated moped?
A new piece of road safety equipment - ‘Dynostar’ — has been designed to help raise awareness of
the consequences of riding an illegal deregulated moped.

Dynostar has been developed in partnership by Medway Council, Kent Highway Services, Kent Fire
and Rescue and Kent Police.

It will identify, in seconds, any moped that has been illegally modified and is able to go faster than the
legal limit of 31mph.

Medway and Kent schools and colleges are being offered educational sessions to discuss moped
riding and highlight the consequences of getting caught in possession of illegal mopeds. Each session
will include a demonstration of the Dynostar testing equipment. In the forthcoming months, Kent
Police will be using Dynostar to carry out roadside checks.

Inspector Paul Sellwood from Kent Police said: “Our priority is reducing the number of killed and
seriously injured on our roads, and motorcyclists can be particularly vulnerable when involved in a
collision.

“Police will be using ‘Dynostar’ as an enforcement tool to prosecute riders who do not have driving
licences or insurance to use mopeds that exceed their speed restriction. Road user safety remains of
paramount importance.”

Contact Lisa Caleno at Medway Council for more information.

'Never in the field of human transport have so many been represented by so few' — F.0’C
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FEMA NEWS

MEPs Corien Wortmann-Kool and Wim van de Camp back FEMA's pledge for political action to put
an end to dangerous crash barriers.

All over Europe, motorcyclists falling from their bikes run the risk of hitting the support beams of
common metal rails, which can result in serious injuries or death. FEMA has been campaigning for 20
years to improve guardrail standards in Europe, to make sure they offer protection to motorcyclists
and not just for four-wheeled vehicle passengers.

The two Members of the European Parliament put their weight behind FEMA's campaign, urging the
European Commission to take action now.

After two decades of awareness campaigns and active national lobbying, products specifically
dedicated to protecting sliding motorcyclists are now available on the market. However, the current
European standard still does not include anything on motorcyclist protection. Some countries hide
behind this and refuse to install more protective systems.

CEN - the European Committee for Standardization, responsible for standards ranging from toys to
fire extinguishers - is working on an improvement and produced an acceptable draft late last year.
Now it must be accepted by two CEN committees, in March then June, before it becomes available all
over Europe.

"We are at a very delicate stage now," says Hugo Roebroeck, FEMA's Campaigns Officer. "a similar
draft was rejected in June last year because some CEN members wanted to tinker some more with it.
We believe it's not the good way to go: CEN should validate now an acceptable standard that protects
riders, and then improve it later. We already lost a year and they can't delay this forever, the
motorcycling community won't accept it."

Following this first delay, Mrs. Wortmann-Kool asked the European Commission last year why nothing
had been done to help the introduction of motorcyclist-friendly crash barriers. The Commission has an
advisory position at CEN, and could help greatly by supporting the process, as it did in the past on
other topics.

With the support of Mrs. Wortmann-Kool and her colleague Mr. van de Camp, FEMA wrote to
Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas today, urging the European executive to get involved.

"We are confident that more Members of the European Parliament will back us," Hugo adds.
"Motorcyclists have worked hard for this. It will be a test for the new college of Commissioners, to see
if they are serious about their plans for improving road safety - for everyone."

Motorcycle Monthly will be testing a helmet, later this year, featuring a new invention of an
‘outer skin’, designed by retired doctor Ken Phillips of specially formulated material
designed to reduce rotational impact — the main cause of brain damage or motorcycle
deaths in accidents — watch this space.

'Never in the field of human transport have so many been represented by so few' — F.0’C
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Events

Friday, April 2, 2010 - Berkshire Egg Run

Organiser: Thames Vale Vultures

Location: Starts Norcot Hill, Tilehurst Reading Berks meeting at noon. Leave at 12.30 and ride through
Reading to The Abbey Rugby Club, Emmer Green, Reading.
Web: http://www.tvvultures.co.uk

Friday, April 2, 2010 - Sunday, April 4, 2010 - Slippit Inn Rally

Organiser: Gloucestershire MAG

r #13$ $ " % && * ( Y* & (+,+
Location:

Web: http://gloucester.mag-uk.org

Saturday, April 3, 2010 - Sunday, April 4, 2010 - Reading MAG Easter Bike Show
Organiser: Reading MAG
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Location: Reading Abbey Rugby Club, Peppard Road, Emmer Green, RG4 8XB
Enquiries: 07931 526914

Web: http://www.readingmag.org.uk

Saturday, April 3, 2010 - Easter Run
Organiser: South East Northumberland MAG
6 7 8 7 & 9 :

Location: Woodhorn Northumberland Museum & Archives, Queen Elizabeth II Country Park, Ashington,
Northumberland, NE63 9YF Contact Jude Douglas - 07867886552

Web: http://www.senmag.org

Sunday, April 4, 2010 - 9th Spring Surprise Bike Show

Organiser: Salisbury MAG

.(: ; < = > & " & ?
Location: Salisbury Livestock Market, Netherhampton Road, Salisbury, SP2 8RH

Web: http://www.salisburymag.co.uk/

Wednesday, April 7, 2010 - AGM - Scarborough MAG
Organiser: SCARBOROUGH MAG
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Location: FORGE VALLEY INN EAST AYTON SCARBOROUGH

Wednesday, April 7, 2010 - Bury St Edmunds & District MAG AGM
Organiser: Bury St Edmunds & District MAG

B & A B& & &
Location: British Sugar Sport & Social Club, Hollow Road, Bury St Edmunds

Web: http://www.bsemadcows.co.uk

'Never in the field of human transport have so many been represented by so few' — F.0’C
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Friday, April 9, 2010 - Sunday, April 11,2010 - 15th Hand Pulled Rally
Organiser: Beermonsters MCC
# 4 7 C & @ —<
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Location: Ripon Racecourse, North Yorkshire, HG4 1UG
Enquiries: katejones444@msn.com
Web: http://www.beermonsters-mcc.org.uk

Saturday, April 10,2010 - The Spring AGC Fundraiser

Organiser: South Birmingham Motorcycle Action Group
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Ticket: Pay on the Day - £3.50 for MAG Members, £4.00 for non Members.
Location: The Moat House Inn on the A435, Kings Coughton, Near Studley, Warwickshire.
Enquiries: Call South Birmingham Rep Rocky on 07786 621597

Email: magsouthbirmingham@yahoo.co.uk

Saturday, April 10,2010 - MAG Annual Group Conference 2010
Organiser: MAG (UK)
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Location: Moat House Inn Kings Coughton B49 5QF
Email: mag-hg@mag-uk.or
Monday, April 12,2010 - A.G.M. Aberdeenshire MAG
Organiser: Aberdeenshire MAG

# 1 > & "4 " v #

" & && # 1 $ E &
$ $" 9% " "
# O & 13+& ) B++& "0 $ $

# 1 " $ " C $ $

$ " ™ +B*4 B3B (421 1 " C
1 # " ol %/ " "& $
$ ) "

C : 0D # 1 1#

Location: "Mill of Mundurno", Ellon Road, Murcar, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen, AB23 8BP. (Beside the Premier
Inn, Murcar, Aberdeen, off the A90 just north of the Aberdeen Exhibition Centre).

Enquiries: 0845 838 2597

Email: aberdeenshiremag@yahoo.co.uk

Sunday, April 18,2010 - MAG Classic Day

Organiser: MAG Classic
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Location: Ace Cafe, Ace Corner, North Circular Road, Stonebridge, London NW10 7UD.

Enquiries: 01788 570065 (MAG Central) or 0208 961 100

Web: http://www.ace-cafe-london.com
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Wednesday, April 21, 2010 - Geordie MAG AGM
Organiser: Geordie MAG

$ B++& . &
Location: The Avalon Hotel 26-28 South Parade Whitley Bay Tyne & Wear NE26 2RG
Web: http://geordiemag.org/

Saturday, April 24, 2010 - Sunday, April 25, 2010 - St George s Ride & Party
Organiser: West Norfolk MAG
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Location: The Sandboy pub Bawsey Kings Lynn Norfolk PE23 1EP
Web: http://West Norfolk MAG

Sunday, April 25, 2010 - Southampton MAG Bike show
Organiser: Southampton MAG

H & ?
Location: The Cricketers Arms, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh,Southampton

The Motorcycle Action Group Yorkshire proudly presents

(A fundraising event for MAG UK)

30 April — 2 May 2010

We have a new Venue! Dalton Estate, South Dalton, East Yorkshire

Two huge tents with bands and DJ’s playing throughout the weekend and Comedy show (Satpm). Ride in
Custom Show. Food and quality beers at pub prices, with marquee to sit down and enjoy them. Usual Trade
Stalls and huge communal bonfire!

Tickets: Pre-Book £15.00, O.T.G. £20.00. Full MAG members received £3 in product/beer vouchers & Affiliates
£1 — both on production of valid MAG card.

Online booking and event info@ www.intothevalley.co.uk or phone free on 0800 988 3199. Cheques with
SAE:- Into the Valley, PO Box 5047, Rugby, CV2 9HL. Disabled car drivers: strictly pre-book only.NO CARS.
NO VANS. NO PEDESTRIANS. NO EXCUSES. NO COLOURS TO BE WORN ON SITE PLEASE

Monday, May 3, 2010 - Wakefield MAG Bike Show
Organiser: Wakefield MAG
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Location: Clarence Park Arena, Denby Dale Road, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF2 8QE. Entry into show
from 9:30am. Show starts at 10:00. Prize giving at 15:00

Web: http://wakefield.mag-uk.org

Friday, May 7, 2010 - Sunday, May 9, 2010 - Short Weak End Rally
Organiser: World's End MCC
00 —-LUL - " " " $. "t G & (+,,L
Location:
Web: http://wemcc.org/shortweakend.aspx

Friday, May 7, 2010 - Sunday, May 9, 2010 - No Room at the Inn
Organiser: West Oxon MAG

Location: Clanfield Football Club, Clanfield, Oxon
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Friday, May 7, 2010 - Saturday, May 8, 2010 - Lanchester Centurions Ben Hur Rally
Organiser: Lanchester Centurions MCC
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Location:
Enquiries: Helene 07748 800000, Alan 07871 046426 or or Lanchester Cricket Club Wednesday nights from
7:30pm

Web: http://www.lanchestercenturions.org.uk/

Email: admin@lanchestercenturions.org.uk

Friday, May 14, 2010 - Sunday, May 16, 2010 - The Number One
Organiser: MAD MAG
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Location: Tunstall Lane, Near Stokesley.
Enquiries: Any enquiries see website or call Tony on 07834380278.

Web: http://www.thenumberone.org/

Saturday, May 22, 2010 - Tyne Tunnel Protest

Organiser: South East Northumberland MAG
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Location: Meet at : THE WASHINGTON WETLAND CENTRE WASHINGTON, TYNE & WEAR, NE38
8LE - 11AM Don't be late!

Web: http://www.senmag.org/

Email: tynetunnelprotest@southeastnorthumberlandmag.co.uk

Saturday, May 22, 2010 - From The Red Lion to The Dragon

Organiser: Leeds MAG
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Location: * Meeting at The Red Lion, York Road A64 at 12pm, run leaves at 1pm, ride through Leeds City
Centre to The Dragon, Whitehall Road A58 « The Good, The Bad and The Ugly Bike Show to be held at The
Dragon after the ride out, usual motorcycle categories. Entry fee for bike show to raise funds for MAG UK

Saturday, May 22, 2010 - Tees Valley Bridge Run
Organiser: Estonians MCC
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Location: Middlesbrough -Eggleston in the Tees valley
Web: http://www.estoniansmcc.com/

Monday, May 31, 2010 - ACE CAFE LONDON - MARGATE MELTDOWN

Organiser: Ace Cafe (MAG Corporate Member)
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Location: Ace Cafe, Ace Corner, North Circular Road, Stonebridge, London NW10 7UD.

Enquiries: LINDA WILSMORE, Tel: 0208 961 1000

Web: http://www.acecafeevents.com

Friday, June 4, 2010 - Sunday, June 6, 2010 - Magpie Rally

Organiser: Colchester MAG
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Location: Mersea Youth Camp Mersea Island Nr Colchester
Web: http://www.magpierally.co.uk
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Friday, June 4, 2010 - Sunday, June 6, 2010 - 19th Ag Ol Anns an Achaidh Rally
Organiser: Edinburgh & District MAG
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Location: West Torphin Farm, Harburn, West Calder, EH55 8RT
Web: http://edinburgh.mag-uk.org/

Saturday, June 5,2010 - Eana Hog Roast & Bike Show - CANCELLED

Organiser: EANA MCC
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Web: http://www.ecanamcc.com

Saturday, June 5,2010 - Eana Hog Roast & Bike Show
Organiser: EANA MCC
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Location: The Candle Stick Public House, Essendon. Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 6BA
Web: http://www.ecanamcc.com

Friday, June 11, 2010 - Sunday, June 13, 2010 - Lion Rally
Organiser: Reading MAG
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Ticket: OTG £20, your first drink is on us. (max value £3.50p)
Location: Grazeley, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 1PL
Enquiries: 0118 988 3226
Web: http://www.readingmag.org.uk/

“otorcycle Action Group Yorkshire proudly Presentg

(A fundraising event for MAG UK)

‘l““ Farmyard Pa":l'

June 18-20 2010 — Duncombe Parke, Helmsley, North Yorkshire

THE BIGGEST AND BEST MOTORCYCLE-ONLY RALLY IN EUROPE!

The Back Street Heroes sponsored ‘BIG TOP’ is back for all main attractions. BIG Blues Tent, a Dance Tent
and BIGGER 100% Biker tent. Huge Food Court marquee (with around 17 different food stalls), so you can
eat and drink at tables under cover. Traditional fires field with 120 tonnes of wood supplied.

Online booking & event info @ www.farmyardparty.com Or freephone: 0800 988 3199 (closes 11/6/10).
Cheques (with SAE) to: The Farmyard Party, PO Box 5047, Rugby, CV21 9HL.

Tickets: Pre-book £25.00. Tickets OTG: £35.00 Disabled Car Drivers: strictly pre-book

Full MAG Members get £10 in product/beer vouchers. Affiliates £1.00. Joint members get £10.00 & £5.00.
(All on production of valid MAG Card)
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Friday, June 25, 2010 - Sunday, June 27, 2010 - The Sixth Sinful Fun n Frolics on the

Fylde
Organiser: Blackpool Area MAG
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Location: Blackpool Rugby Club, Fleetwood Road, Thornton-Cleveleys, FYS1RN
Web: http://www.blackpoolmag.co.uk
Friday, July 2, 2010 - Sunday, July 4, 2010 - Heart of England Rally
Organiser: West Midlands MAG
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Location: Kings Norton RFC, Ash Lane, Hopwood, Nr Alvechurch B48 7BB. Brum Demo to start
Web: http://www.westmidlandsmag.org.uk/

Friday, July 2, 2010 - Sunday, July 4, 2010 - Chinnor Bike Dayz XIV
Organiser: Wycombe MAG
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Location: Little Horsenden Farm, B4009, Princes Risborough, Bucks
Web: http://www.wycombemag.co.uk/chinnor

Friday, July 2, 2010 - Sunday, July 4, 2010 - Estonians MCC 2nd Barnstormer Rally
Organiser: Estonians MCC
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Location: Seamer Grange Farm, Nr Stokesley, North Yorks
Web: http://www.estoniansmcc.com/

Saturday, July 3,2010 - BRUM DEMO PARTY
Organiser: South Birmingham Motorcycle Action Group
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Ticket: Pay on the Door: £5.00 for MAG Members and £6.00 for non Members
Location: The Moat House Inn on the A435 Kings Coughton - Near Studley Warwickshire.
Enquiries: South Brum Rep Rocky on 07786 621597

Email: magsouthbirmingham@yahoo.co.uk

Saturday, July 3, 2010 - 1st Midsummer Mayhem Party Night
Organiser: Wakefield MAG
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Location: Horse & Groom Inn, 3 Horse Race End, Heath, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 5SG.
Web: http://wakefield.mag-uk.org

©

Sunday, July 11, 2010 - Wakefield MAG 6th Annual Treasure Hunt
Organiser: Wakefield MAG
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Location: Meet 9:30am (to get clues/instructions) at Stork L.odge Tea Rooms, Thornes Park, off Thornes Road,
Wakefield. (Treasure Hunt will leave at 10:00am prompt)

Web: http://wakefield.mag-uk.org
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Friday, July 23, 2010 - Sunday, July 25,2010 - Leathered In Lincoln IV, Pickled In

Branston II

Organiser: Halfway Heroes MCC
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Location: Branston community college Lincoln LN6 1LF
Web: http://www.halfway-heroes.co.uk

Saturday, July 31, 2010 - Sunday, August 1, 2010 - Aberystwyth & District MAG

Inaugural Party

Organiser: Aberystwyth & District MAG
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Ticket: Call Alan Sutton on: 07973 470281

Location: Aberystwyth Rugby Club ground.

Email: alanbikesforme@fsmail.net

Friday, August 6, 2010 - Sunday, August 8, 2010 - Yorkshire Pudding Rally 2010
Organiser: Yorkshire MAG
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Ticket: £15 per person (Strictly Pre-book Only) Tel: 0800 988 3199
Location: Hesley Wood Scout Camp, Chapeltown, Nr Sheffield, South Yorkshire
Enquiries: Tel: 0800 988 3199

Web: http://www.yorkshirepuddingrally.co.uk

Friday, August 20, 2010 - Sunday, August 22, 2010 - Ganton Gathering
Organiser: Scarborough MAG - in aid of the MAG foundation
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Ticket: SAE to Stuart Gething, 26 Linden Road, Scarborough YO12 5SN
Location: Ganton Wold Farm, Ganton YO12 4PG
Enquiries: 07919 370608
Email: michelle.bumby@tiscali.co.uk

the Castlé

20th Anniversary

3" — 5" September 2010
A fundraiser for the Motorcycle Action Group
Witton Castle Country Park, Witton-le-Wear, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 ODE.
Tickets: 0870 2258352 www.storminthecastle.co.uk
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Friday, September 10, 2010 - Sunday, September 12, 2010 - GWR Rally 2010
Organiser: Weston & North Somerset MAG

Location: Kingstone Seymour Somerset
Web: http://north-somerset.mag-uk.org/gwr.html

Wednesday, November 3, 2010 - South East Northumberland MAG AGM
Organiser: South East Northumberland MAG
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Location: **UPDATE** NEW VENUE : The Eagle, Albion Way, Blythe, Northumberland, NE24 5BJ.
Web: http://www.senmag.org

Wednesday, November 24, 2010 - Wakefield MAG 7th Annual Bikers Quiz Nite
Organiser: Wakefield MAG
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Location: The Grey Horse Hotel, 221 Kirkgate, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1JG
Web: http://wakefield.mag-uk.org

'Never in the field of human transport have so many been represented by so few' — F.0’C



