Motorcycle Action Group- getting to grips with the road surface

www.getagripuk.org
Riding a bike isn’t like using any other form of personal mobility. Bikes inspire a passion, an unquantifiable ‘X’ factor if you like. If they didn’t, none of us would be reading this club magazine. So why do you think, that whichever marque or model we have an affinity toward and no matter what we use that machine for, we are prepared to accept compromises and an unacceptable level of risk that users of twin track vehicles do not?

It is the 21st Century, where safety is king and where some Local Authorities reputedly require the use of scaffolding to change light-bulbs and yet, our 21st Century road network is littered with 19th Century technology. There are over 10 million slabs of polished ductile iron strategically placed on the apex of nearly every bend, in the middle of roundabouts and in the braking zones near junctions. Black stripes of bitumen, or ‘overbanding’ are still used to fill cracks and join asphalt repairs. 

The skid resistance offered by these is low in the dry, but dangerously negligible in the wet and I would welcome comments from anyone who hasn’t noticed!

As riders, we very rapidly learn that we must compromise our chosen line through corners or suffer the occasional ‘Ohmygod’ moment, or worse. It isn’t the low level of skid resistance that is the problem, but rather the sudden variation in grip. We all ride differently in the wet and the dry. Indeed many of us choose not to ride in the wet at all and some continue riding in the snow, but only because we moderate our riding to suit the conditions.

Until last year there was no required British Standard for manhole cover skid resistance and interestingly there still isn’t an EU one. Conspiracy theorists may say that is because employees of the ductile iron industry populate the committee in charge which is true, but the largest manufacturer, Saint Gobain in France has produced a stick on grippy top surface. It is one way of temporarily addressing the problem but it wears out and does not seriously examine the main issue.

MAG’s GET A GRIP! campaign is highlighting the fact that riders should no longer have to compromise every journey. Congestion busting scooters with 10” wheels should not have to play Russian roulette during the daily urban commute. Indeed we should be encouraging the use of fuel efficient commuters.

New composite technology is available with grip levels comparable to the surrounding road surface and which never deteriorates. Being composite and not metal, the covers and their frames cannot corrode or begin to move, creating that familiar ‘clunk-clunk’ sound which leads to the failure of the surrounding road surface. Composites are light and easy to lift, saving on back injuries and transportation costs and they cannot be melted down to make baked bean cans, so won’t be stolen.

Now that a BS grip level exists, MAG needs your help to inform Local Authorities of their ability to persuade Utility Companies to fit them. They also need to know that if they don’t, they will remain liable for any mishaps that may occur, regardless of who actually owns the shiny, broken or absent iron cover on your favourite bit of road.

I am therefore, asking you to be a part of the campaign for change, by telling everyone you know about GET A GRIP! and by going online and signing the petition for consistent grip levels. 

www.getagripuk.org and click on ‘petition’. There is also a facility to report any damaged or particularly dangerous covers you may know in your area and lots more information about the campaign. Help us all to bring the road surfaces up to date. Help us to GET A GRIP!

As a member of an affiliate club you can upgrade your membership to individual status for only £20, enabling you to receive MAG’s 84 page glossy magazine and a host of financial benefits. www.mag-uk.org  01926 844064  It’s less than a tank of fuel on most bikes, but worth so much more. 

